
Ausmw * i s * 

8 January, 2012 

Attention: Executive Officer , 

Chinese Medicine Board o f Australia 

AHPRA 

GPO Bo x 9958 

Melbourne VIC 3001 

Email: Subject : Membershi p o f CMBA Accreditation Committe e 

chinesemedicineconsultation(g)ahpra.gov.au 

Dear M s Gillick , 

Re: Submissio n o n th e Chines e Medicin e Boar d o f Australi a Accreditatio n Committe e 

Membership 

On behal f of New South Wale s Association of Chinese Medicine (NSWACM), I  thank th e 

Chinese Medicin e Boar d o f Australi a (th e Board ) fo r th e opportunit y t o commen t o n th e 

composition o f the accreditatio n committe e tha t th e Boar d wishe s t o establish . W e are please d t o 

share ou r knowledg e an d experience s wit h managin g th e accreditatio n function s fo r th e Chines e 

medicine profession . 

As yo u know , NSWACM i s a  branc h associatio n o f the Federatio n o f Chinese Medicine 

and Acupunctur e Societie s o f Australi a Lt d (FCMA) , i s on e o f th e bigges t professiona l 

associations o f Chinese medicine ' i n Ne w Sout h Wales . Fo r ove r twent y year s NSWAC M ha s 

fostered th e Chines e medicine professio n i n New Sout h Wale s an d i n Australia, including through 

its statutory regulation . 

NSWACM consider s tha t an y educatio n fo r qualificatio n of registration provide d i n th e 

field o f Chinese medicin e shoul d no t onl y b e academicall y soun d bu t primaril y reflectiv e o f th e 

practice o f Chines e medicin e i n a  clinica l setting . Th e practica l aspec t o f Chines e medicin e 

Chinese medicine consists of acupuncture, Chines e herbal medicine , and herbal dispensin g 



education ca n onl y b e maintaine d i f th e accreditatio n committe e itsel f include s practitione r 

members. 

With thi s i n mind , NSWAC M propose s tha t th e committe e include s th e followin g 

members: 

•  a t leas t tw o Chines e medicin e practitione r member s registere d i n both division s of 

Chinese herbal medicin e and acupunctur e 

•  a t leas t on e educationalis t -  a  specialis t i n designin g course s i n Chinese medicine , 

preferably wit h som e exposur e t o practic e o f Chines e medicin e an d senio r 

management experience gaine d wit h a n educationa l institutio n 

•  a t leas t one Chinese medicine academic 

•  tw o Board members . 

NSWACM highl y recommend s tha t tw o Boar d member s b e represente d o n th e 

accreditation committee . Thi s recommendatio n i s consisten t wit h th e Intergovernmenta l 

Agreement fo r a National Registration and Accreditation Scheme for the Healt h Professions issue d 

by th e Counci l o f Australia n Government s (COAG ) o n 2 6 Marc h 200 8 ^ I t explicitl y 

recommended tha t the members o f th e accreditatio n committe e shoul d include : 

(a) Registere d practitioners ; 

(b) Person s with educatio n an d training expertise ; 

(c) Person s who are no t members of the relevan t profession ; an d 

(d) A t least two persons who are also members of the Board.^ 

NSWACM believe s tha t th e tw o Boar d members on the accreditatio n committe e woul d b e 

indispensable i n facilitating seamles s communication between th e committe e an d th e Board , thu s 

also contributing to quality assurance of the wor k o f th e committee . 

Based o n th e experienc e i n Victoria , i t i s no t necessar y tha t th e accreditatio n committe e 

includes a  representativ e o f th e community . Th e meeting s o f th e accreditatio n committe e w i l l 

largely focu s o n th e technica l aspect s o f the course s provide d b y educationa l provider s and , a s 

such, wi l l requir e expec t knowledg e o f Chinese medicine theor y an d practice . Contribution s fro m 

non-specialists ma y not be constructive to the wor k o f th e committee . 

NSWACM suggests , however, tha t th e committe e seek s input and exper t evidenc e fro m a t 

^ COAG 200 8 

http://www.ahpra.gov.au/Legislation-and-Publications/Ministerial-Directives-and-Communiques.aspx 
accessed on 27 December 2011 

' Se e clause 1.39 o f the above 



least on e recen t graduat e fro m th e cours e o r institutio n bein g assesse d fo r th e purpose s o f 

accreditation. Suc h a  graduat e shoul d preferabl y b e a  curren t practitione r membe r o f Chines e 

medicine. 

In addition , NSWAC M propose s th e followin g sub-criteri a fo r th e selectio n o f th e 

committee members : 

1) Th e committe e mus t maintai n it s independenc e fro m an y Chines e 

medicine/acupuncture association . 

2) Member s o f th e committe e mus t declar e an y conflic t o f interes t potentiall y 

arising as a  result o f their current work , professional an d othe r activities. 

3) A t leas t tw o committe e member s mus t b e fluen t i n Chines e i n orde r t o 

facilitate communicatio n wit h internationa l authoritie s an d b e familia r wit h 

the Chines e herba l name s i n Chinese o r Pi n Yi n rather tha n botanica l name s 

when they dealing with th e accreditation o f Chinese herbal medicin e courses. 

I hop e tha t ou r inpu t i s usefu l t o th e Boar d an d woul d b e happ y t o mee t wit h th e Boar d 

members t o furthe r discus s an y o f th e issue s raised .  

 

Yours sincerely . 

Kevin Chan g 

President o f New South Wale s Association of Chinese Medicine 




