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Dear Ms Gillic k 

Re: Submissio n o n the Codes and Guideline s 

New Sout h Wale s Associatio n o f Chines e Medicin e (NSWACM ) i s please d t o provid e 
this submissio n t o th e abov e enquiry . NSWAC M thank s th e Chines e Medicin e Boar d o f 
Australia (the Board) for the opportunity t o comment on the proposed Code s and Guidelines . 

NSWACM i s a  branc h associatio n o f th e Federatio n o f Chines e Medicin e an d 
Acupuncture Societie s o f Australia Lt d (FCMA), i s one of the bigges t professiona l association s o f 
Chinese medicin e i n New Sout h Wales . I t i s playing a n importan t rol e i n promotin g the academi c 
collaboration an d educationa l exchang e o f Chines e medicin e i n Australi a an d oversea . Fo r ove r 
twenty year s NSWAC M ha s fostere d th e Chines e medicin e professio n i n Ne w Sout h Wale s an d 
in Australia, includin g through it s statutory regulation . 

NSWACM ha s reviewe d th e publi c consultatio n pape r publishe d b y th e Boar d o n 2 1 
November 2011 . Our comments are provided below . 



1. Advertising o f Qualifications an d Title s 

Honorary titl e 

NSWACM recommend s tha t th e titl e 'Doctor ' b e use d by  thos e Chines e medicin e 
practitioners wh o wil l b e registere d unde r th e Nationa l Registratio n an d Accreditatio n Schem e 
(NRAS). A s th e titl e 'Doctor ' i s a n honorar y title , NSWAC M note s tha t Chines e medicin e 
practitioners ar e n o differen t fro m othe r medica l practitioners , chiropractor s an d dentist s entitle d 
to use the title. Chinese medicine i s recognised b y the WHO as a legitimate medicin e syste m i n it s 
own right . Sinc e registere d medica l practitioner s i n Australi a ar e entitle d t o us e th e titl e 'Doctor' , 
NSWACM i s o f th e vie w tha t i t i s onl y logica l fo r Chines e medicin e practitioner s t o us e th e 
honorary title also. 

However, NSWAC M recommend s tha t th e us e o f th e honorar y titl e 'Doctor ' shoul d b e 
limited t o Chinese medicin e practitioner s registere d i n both division s o f Chinese Medicine , tha t i s 
herbal medicin e a s wel l a s acupuncture . NSWACM suggest s tha t distinction s b e made i n the title s 
and qualifications o f Chinese medicine practitioner s a s follows : 

Dr. Steve Smith (Chines e Medicine ) (Zhong Yi Shi ) 
(To be use d onl y by  a  practitioner qualifie d an d registere d i n both division s o f Chinese medicine , 
that i s Chinese herba l medicin e AND Acupuncture ) 

Steve Smith (Chinese Herba l Medicin e Practitioner ) 

(To be used by a practitioner qualified an d registered i n Chinese herba l medicin e only ) 

Steve Smith (Practitione r of Acupuncture) o r simply (Acupuncturist ) 
(To be used by  a practitioner qualified an d registered acupunctur e only ) 

Academic titles ; Professional doctorat e and Doctor of Philosoph y 

NSWACM recognise s tha t there are practitioners wit h highe r academic qualification s an d 
recommends tha t thi s b e explicitl y acknowledged . Give n tha t ther e ar e tw o type s o f doctora l 
degrees -  Professiona l doctorat e an d a  Docto r o f Philosoph y -  NSWAC M recommend s tha t th e 
distinction betwee n them shoul d b e identified a s follows : 

Dr. Steve Smith (Doctor of Chinese Medicine ) (Zhong Yi Xue Bo Shi ) 
This signal s tha t th e practitione r complete d a  professiona l doctorat e i n Chines e herba l medicin e 
and/or acupuncture . 

Dr. Steve Smith (Chinese Medicine Practitioner , Ph.D. ) (Bo Shi ) 
This clarifie s tha t th e practitione r wa s awarde d a  'Docto r o f Philosophy ' an d no t a  'Professiona l 
doctorate'. 



Professorial title s 

NSWACM full y support s th e change s propose d by  Boar d concernin g th e us e o f the title s 
'Visiting Professor' , 'Adjunc t Professor' , 'Distinguishe d Professor ' an d 'Honorary Professor' . 

It i s a  genera l academi c convention , whethe r i n Australi a o r i n China , tha t th e titl e 
'Professor' i s use d onl y a t th e tim e whe n it s holde r i s affiliate d wit h a n academi c institution . 
When th e person leave s the institution , the title no longe r applie s to him/her . Therefor e thos e wh o 
leave academi c institution s ar e n o longe r entitle d t o us e th e titl e 'Professor' . I f the perso n ha s a 
doctoral degree , then (s)he can revert to the title 'Doctor' instead . 

NSWACM furthe r note s that an 'Emeritus Professor ' i s entitled t o use the title eve n whe n n o 
longer employe d by  a n academi c institution . Therefore , NSWAC M recommend s tha t th e titl e 
'Emeritus Professor ' b e added t o the advertising guidelines an d b e used b y those awarded thi s titl e 
during or after thei r academic tenure as follows : 

Emeritus Professor Stev e Smith (Chines e Medicin e Practitioner , PhD) . 

Other qualification s 

NSWACM generall y accept s tha t othe r qualification s suc h a s Graduat e Certificates , 
Diplomas, i n medicine , physiotherapy , nursin g an d othe r area s o f healt h scienc e an d practic e b e 
allowed t o b e advertise d a s thes e qualification s signa l complementar y skills , typicall y enhancin g 
the practitioner' s majo r skills . Generally , qualification s an d degree s conferre d b y recognise d 
higher educational institution s should be accepted . 

2. Code of Conduct for registered practitioner s 

NSWACM support s th e Cod e o f conduc t fo r registere d Chines e medicin e practitioner s an d 
the changes proposed by  the Board . 

3. Guideline s for mandatory notification s 

NSWACM support s the proposed guidelines of mandatory notifications . 

4. Guidelines for patient record s 

NSWACM oppose s th e propose d guideline s fo r patien t record s fo r Chines e medicin e 
practitioners. NSWAC M i s o f th e vie w tha t suc h guideline s ar e unnecessar y fo r th e Chines e 
medicine profession a t this time. 



This recommendatio n i s consisten t wit h th e practic e o f othe r establishe d Board s regulatin g 
health professional s o f the primar y healt h car e provider s suc h a s chiropractors , dentists , medica l 
practitioners, nurse s an d midwives , optometrists , osteopaths , physiotherapist s an d psychologists . 
Neither o f the Board s regulatin g thes e profession s ha s ha d i n place guideline s fo r patien t record s 
since the operation o f the NRAS i n 2000. NSWAC M therefor e question s whethe r the guideline s 
for patien t record s kep t b y Chines e medicin e practitioner s woul d substantiall y contribut e t o th e 
safety an d continuity o f heath care in Australia, as stated i n the consultation paper . 

NSWACM i s o f the vie w tha t th e propose d guideline s woul d plac e a n unnecessar y burde n 
on the Chinese medicine profession a t a critical tim e when i t is preparing for the introduction o f it s 
first nationa l regulatio n scheme . NSWAC M commend s th e wor k o f th e Boar d i n developin g th e 
registration requirement s an d al l mandator y code s an d guideline s whic h ar e prerequisite s fo r th e 
registration process . NSWAC M notes , however , tha t thes e mandator y code s an d guideline s 
represent a  vas t bod y o f literatur e an d introduc e ne w rule s fo r th e profession . NSWAC M i s of th e 
view tha t th e regulatio n proces s ca n onl y b e successfu l i f the professio n embrace s th e ne w rule s 
and guidelines and then implement s them i n practice. 

NSWACM trust s th e comment s abov e wil l b e considere d by  th e Board .  
 

 

Yours sincerely 

Kevin Chan g 

President o f New South Wales Association o f Chinese Medicin e 




