Fri 7/10/2011
To: Chinese Medicine Board of Australia
Submission on the Draft National Registration Standards
The AACMA recently informed members of the release of draft national registration standards for Chinese
Medical practitioners. I a m w riting t o su bmit i nput o n t he f ormulation o f su ch st andards, pa rticularly t he dr aft
grandparenting standard. As a practitioner who qualified in an AACMA approved program 8 years ago, who has
been in practice for 8 years undertaking continual professional education monitored by the AACMA, the draft
standard requires me to prove my competence in the same manner as unqualified practitioners. It will also
require hundreds of my colleagues in established practices who graduated before 2008 to do the same.
I would like to include in my submission the following statements:

•

Australian-trained practitioners applying for registration under the national scheme should not be put to
a higher grandparenting standard than applied under the Victorian scheme.

•

All government/university-accredited qualifications at least three years full-time equivalent duration
should be included on the list of courses deemed adequate for grandparenting, and this include the past
advanced diploma and diploma level programs.

•

Unaccredited pr ograms t hat were r ecognised b y A ACMA a s m eeting t he r equirements f or pr actice a t
that time should also be included on the list of courses deemed adequate for grandparenting, and that
this include the past practitioner diploma and unaccredited bachelor programs.

•

The l ist su bmitted b y t he A ACMA o f A ustralian C hinese medicine p rograms de emed adequate f or
grandparenting purposes should be included on the CMBA list of courses deemed adequate for
grandparenting purposes.

As a practitioner and member of AACMA I am curious to know what necessitates draft grandparenting standards
that e quate e stablished pr actitioners w ith u nqualified o nes, a nd su bjects e stablished practitioners t o h igher
educational r equirements t han t hose i n t he V ictorian r egistration pr ocess. I t se ems o nly reasonable t o a sk t he
CMBA to provide the AACMA and its members evidence for the necessity of such requirements.
Yours sincerely
Sheena Dixon

