Submission To The Chinese Medicine Registration Board
Regarding the draft Grandparenting registration standard

I wish to make comment in regard to the proposed registration of
Chinese Medicine in Australia, in particular on the “Grandparenting
Clause”. I would like you to consider situations such as my own
which may fall outside the guidelines you have for such registration.
However that d oes not necessarily mean we are not professional,
responsible, honourable and proficient practitioners.

My situation isthatI began training in T CM [tr aditional C hinese
medicine] in 1 978 as an a pprentice to a C hinese p ractitioner in
Sydney, Dr Tennyson Yiu, Ph.D. I spent over 5 years working in his
extremely busy practices, being trained by him in all aspects of TCM
including acupuncture, Chinese herbal therapy, Qi Gong and Tai Ji
Quan.

At this time he was giving lectures in acupuncture to postgraduates
of th e C hiropractic C ollege in As hfield, N SW. 1 c ompleted th is
training with the students and continued with further courses Dr Yiu
taught. I worked with him every day during this period being fully
immersed in the day-to-day practical use of acupuncture and herbal
therapy.

In 198 2 I a ttended t he 31 ** International A cupuncture T raining
Program in S hanghai. T his course was W orld He alth O rganisation
sponsored a nd w as i ntended f or me dical pr actitioners. I w as
allowed to joint his c ourse b ecause o f m y a Iready e xtensive
backgroundi nT CM a nd be cause, a st he c ollege c ontinually
reiterated, it is not necessary to know Western medicine in order to
practise Chinese medicine as they are two different things.

Then in 1983 I completed a three-month internship at the Zhejiang
Chinese T raditional Me dicine R esearch I nstitutei n H angzhou,
working mainly at the Red Cross Hospital. At the completion of this
courseI washonouredtobe invitedtostayonasa personal
student of the Director of the Acupuncture Research section of the
Institute, Professor Luo Bai-Ceng.

Aside from my acupuncture practice, I also have a casual tutoring
role at Newcastle University Department of Health in their Nursing
and Mi dwifery T raining Pr ogram, i ntroducingt he s tudentst o
complementary therapies and my speciality, Chinese medicine.

I ha ve be en a n a ccredited me mber o f t he A ustralian T raditional
Medicine Society [ATMS] s ince 1 986 i n both a cupuncture a nd



remedial ma ssage. Me mbership n umber 0 280. Pr ior t o j oining
ATMS I was accredited in acupuncture by the Acupuncture Ethics
and Standards Organisation having passed an entry exam.

Ib elievelam aco mpetent, e thicala ndin credibly s Killed
practitioner. I regularly attend seminars to update and improve my
knowledge a nd sKkills; have no criminal history; have always held
Professional Indemnity Insurance with no claims made against me;
and a s me ntioned e arlier, h ave b een c ontinuously p ractising
acupuncture a nd C hinese he rbal me dicine in A ustralia, with s hort
stints in Japan, Nepal and New York, since 1983. This has been and
still is my only income source, it is my livelihood.

I hope you will consider people with experience such as myself as
being o f v alue to Chinese m edicine i n Au stralia, n ot ju st th ose
recent g raduates w ho h ave d iplomas o ftenw ithlit tleo rn o
experience.

I might also add that many people such as my self have done a
great deal in promoting and representing the i mage of traditional
Chinese medicine in Australia in those early years. Those of us of
integrity a nd honour ha ve be en | ike mi ssionaries o ut there
preaching the go od w ord f or t his a ncient a nd e xotic-appearing
health care regime. If its been alright up until now for us to treat
people, and we haven't caused anyone any harm, it would seem
reasonable that a grandfather section allowing for our registration
should be granted.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Sally Yasukawa,

Chinese Medicine Practitioner

Women'’s Health Specialist

Certificate of Acupuncture, Shanghai College of TCM 1982

Certificate of Acupuncture, Zheijiang TCM Research Institute, 1983
Certificate of Remedial Massage, NSW College of Natural Therapies, 1978
Diploma of Metaphysical Sciences, Lindlahr College, 1996

I am on the Complementary Medicine Practitioners Association Council’s
Register as an acupuncturist; and I have Therapeutic Goods Advertising
Certificate of Exemption.
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